
CHRISTMAS IN POLAND – MOVIE TASK 

Christmas market in Wrocław is one of the main attractions in the city during Christmas time. 

The tradition of Christmas markets is quite an old one. It came to Poland from Germany – 

first Christmas markets were organized in Wrocław when it was called Breslau and it was part 

of Germany. Even though the city is now Polish and it is called Wrocław, the tradition of 

organizing Christmas markets came back. 

The tradition of Christmas markets originated in German-speaking countries in the Middle 

Ages. The historical records show that the first Christmas markets reach 13th and 14th century. 

For example, it seems that the first market in Munich was organized in 1310, in Frankfurt in 

1393, in Dresden in 1434, whereas in Vienna already in 1298! The one in Wrocław is only 

slightly older – already 500 years ago, Bartłomiej Stein, who was a famous geographer and 

chronicler, wrote that the market in Wrocław is one of the biggest in the area.  

The Christmas market was offering a wide variety of products. Records show that it was 

possible to buy fish from Scandinavia, bread and buns baked on milk and butter – which was 

a rarity at the time – as well as gloves, hats, or stockings. However, the most famous were the 

sweets – especially the local ones. Numerous sellers came from other countries, such as 

Lithuania, Russia… or Poland, as Wrocław was German at the time.  

In 1865, one of the journalists wrote that the Christmas market in Wrocław was so popular 

that the population of Wrocław doubled during Christmas time. Supposedly, so many people 

arrived in Wrocław for the Christmas Market that it was almost impossible to move. Most of 

the products was sent elsewhere, which ended also in blocking posts and trains.  

However, in 1897 the whole Christmas Market was destroyed in a fire. It is believed that the 

fire started in one of the market stalls, when the oil lamps blew up. All firefighters from the 

city fought but they didn’t manage to save the market. Some people lost everything in that 

fire. Since 1904, the Christmas Market was reborn in Wrocław, but in a different place.  

After Wrocław became a Polish city in 1945, the Christmas market disappeared from its map. 

The first Christmas market in Polish Wrocław was organized only in 2008! From then, the 

market is organized annually. The tradition was revived – and quite successfully it seems, as 

in 2016, the Christmas market in Wrocław was voted one of the five most beautiful in 

Europe! Each year, it is becoming bigger and it stays in the city longer, attracting more and 

more people.  

There are plenty of attractions waiting for the tourists and city dwellers. You may buy 

unbelievable amount of sweets – from traditional, local gingerbreads or locally made lollipops 

to Spanish churros or traditional Hungarian sweet baked breads. There are some savory treats 

as well – it is possible to buy traditional Polish cheese called “oscypek”, served hot with some 

cranberry sauce; grilled sausages; or traditional Polish bigos, which is cabbage stewed with 

vegetables and meat.  



When it comes to drinks, the most popular is probably mulled wine, which you can drink 

from dedicated cups, while sitting on the highest floor of the vantage point built especially for 

the time of the Christmas market. 

But there is more than just food and alcohol that you can buy. There are also plenty of stalls 

with traditional crafts – and not only local. Numerous merchants from other countries, such as 

Germany or Ukraine, come to sell their handwork as well.  

There are stalls dedicated to traditional Lithuanian alcohols, locally made natural honey, 

hand-made Christmas decorations, traditional Ukrainian crafts, beautifully decorated 

gingerbreads baked only in Wrocław, original jewellery and more. There are even stalls 

replicating the original ones, such as the one run by a blacksmith.  

And if you have kids, don’t worry – there are plenty of attractions for them as well. There is a 

theatre for kids showing such famous fairytales as “The Little Red Riding Hood”, 

“Pinocchio” or “Snow White”. 

There is a carousel waiting and right next to it – Santa with his reindeers. Finally, there is a 

scene on which local bands sing traditional Christmas carols, inviting everyone to join in. 

No one can resist the magic of the Christmas market in Wrocław, not even superheroes! 

 

 

 

 


