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European Capitals of Culture

IN 2015, THE EUROPEAN CAPITALS OF CULTURE CELEBRATED
THEIR 30TH ANNIVERSARY.

Discover the brochure (http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/european-
capitals-of-culture-pbNC0215840/) illustrating successful projects in
recent European Capitals of Culture (ECOC) and the factsheet
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-
europe/files/library/eu-capitals-of-culture-factsheet-2019.pdf) on the
history and highlights of the initiative over the years.

WHAT IS IT?

The European Capitals of Culture initiative is designed to:

Highlight the richness and diversity of cultures in Europe
Celebrate the cultural features Europeans share
Increase European citizens' sense of belonging to a common cultural
area
Foster the contribution of culture to the development of cities
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In addition to this, experience has shown that the event is an excellent
opportunity for:

Regenerating cities
Raising the international profile of cities;
Enhancing the image of cities in the eyes of their own inhabitants
Breathing new life into a city's culture
Boosting tourism

HOW DOES IT WORK?

DESIGNATION OF EUROPEAN CAPITALS OF CULTURE IN EU MEMBER STATES

Six years before the title-year the selected host member states publish a
call for applications, usually through their Ministry for Culture. Cities
interested in participating in the competition must submit a proposal for
consideration.

The submitted applications are reviewed against a set of established
criteria during a pre-selection phase by a panel of independent experts
in the field of culture. The panel agrees on a short-list of cities, which
are then asked to submit more detailed applications.

The panel then reconvenes to assess the final applications and
recommends one city per host country for the title. The recommended
city will then be formally designated as European Capital of Culture.

The role of the European Commission is to ensure that the rules
established at EU level are respected all along the way.

FROM DESIGNATION TO IMPLEMENTATION…

European Capitals of Culture are formally designated four years before
the actual year. This long period of time is necessary for the planning
and preparation of such a complex event. The panel, supported by the
European Commission, has a continuing role during these four years in
supporting European Capitals of Culture with advice and guidance and
taking stock of their preparations.

At the end of this monitoring period, the panel will consider whether to
recommend or not that the European Commission pays the Melina
Mercouri Prize (currently €1.5m funded from the EU Creative Europe
programme).

… TO EVALUATION OF THE OUTCOMES

Each year the European Commission publishes an evaluation report on
the outcomes of the European Capitals of Culture of the previous year.
For the Capitals post 2019, the cities themselves will carry out their own
evaluation and send it to the Commission by the end of the year
following that of the title.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE SO FAR?

The initiative was developed in 1985 and has, to date, been awarded to
more than 50 cities across the European Union. The 2019 European
Capitals of Culture are:

•   Matera (https://www.matera-basilicata2019.it/en/)

•   Plovdiv (https://plovdiv2019.eu/en/)

EUROPEAN CAPITALS OF CULTURE DESIGNATED UNTIL 2023:

https://www.matera-basilicata2019.it/en/
https://plovdiv2019.eu/en/
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2020 - Rijeka (Croatia) and Galway (Ireland)
2021 - Timișoara (Romania), Elefsina (Greece) and Novi Sad (Serbia,
candidate country)
2022 – Kaunas (Lithuania) and Esch (Luxembourg)
2023 – Veszprém (Hungary)

The chronological list of Member States that can host the ECOC title from
2020 until 2033 is available. It is indicated in the Annex to the Decision
adopted by the European Parliament and the Council in April 2014.
Competitions are organized at national level with the publication of a call
for submission of applications by the responsible authority (usually the
national Ministry of Culture).

This new framework was amended in September 2017 by another
decision (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?
uri=CELEX:32017D1545) of the European Parliament and the Council.
This decision makes it possible for cities in EU candidate countries,
potential candidates  or members of the European Free Trade Association
party to the Agreement on the European Economic Area (so-called
EFTA/EEA countries) to hold the title in 2021, 2024, 2028, 2030 and
2033. These cities are selected through an “open competition”, meaning
that cities from various countries may compete with each other.

Cities wishing to hold the ECOC title should await the announcement of a
competition in their own country, and then complete and submit a bid in
response to the call for applications published..

The competitions for the ECOC 2024 titles are currently ongoing. Estonia
(https://www.kul.ee/en/european-capital-culture-2024-will-be-estonia-
again) and Austria (https://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/europaische-
kulturhauptstadte) published their calls for applications in 2017. The pre-
selection meetings took place in Tallinn and Vienna respectively in late
2018 and early 2019. Narva and Tartu were pre-selected in Estonia while
Bad Ischl, Dornbirn and St-Pölten were short-listed in Austria.

The final selection meetings will take place in late August (Estonia) and
mid-November 2019 (Austria). The European Commission is currently
managing a third competition for 2024 between cities in candidate
countries, potential candidates and EFTA/EEA countries. This competition
started with the publication of a call for applications
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/calls/2017-eac-
a01_en) in September 2017. The pre-selection took place in November
2018, with Banja Luka, Bodo and Mostar being short-listed. The final
selection meeting is planned for September 2019.

The competitions for the ECOC 2025 titles have also been launched, with
Germany (https://www.kulturstiftung.de/initiativen/kulturhauptstadt-
europas-2025-2/) publishing its call for submission of applications in
September 2018 (deadline 30/9/2019) and Slovenia
(http://www.mk.gov.si/si/javne_objave/javni_razpisi/?
tx_t3javnirazpis_pi1%5Bshow_single%5D=1910) following suit in
February 2019 (deadline 31/12/2019).

Finally, Finland (https://minedu.fi/en/capitalofculture2026), which will
host a European Capital of Culture in 2026 together with Slovakia,
published its call in April 2019 (deadline for submitting applications
5/5/2020). Slovakia will start its competition before the end of 2019.

The ex-post evaluation of the two ECOC 2017
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-
europe/files/ecoc_2017_ex_post_evaluation_final_report.pdf) (Aarhus
and Pafos) was finalised in December 2018. See the Open Public
Consultation (https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32017D1545
https://www.kul.ee/en/european-capital-culture-2024-will-be-estonia-again
https://www.kunstkultur.bka.gv.at/europaische-kulturhauptstadte
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/calls/2017-eac-a01_en
https://www.kulturstiftung.de/initiativen/kulturhauptstadt-europas-2025-2/
http://www.mk.gov.si/si/javne_objave/javni_razpisi/?tx_t3javnirazpis_pi1%5Bshow_single%5D=1910
https://minedu.fi/en/capitalofculture2026
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/ecoc_2017_ex_post_evaluation_final_report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/content/evaluation-2017-european-capital-culture-open-public-consultation_en/
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europe/content/evaluation-2017-european-capital-culture-open-public-
consultation_en/) of the evaluation of the ECOC 2017, its annex
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/content/annex-
evaluation-2017-european-capital-culture-open-public-consultation_en)
and the Evaluation Synopsis
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-
europe/files/library/synopsis-postevaluation-eucapitalsofculture-
2017_en.pdf) report gathering all types of consultations. The ex-post
evaluation of the two ECOC 2018 (Leeuwarden and Valletta) is currently
ongoing.

Documents: Legislation

Decision establishing the European Capital of Culture action
from 2007-2019 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32006D1622)

Decision establishing the European Capital of Culture action
from 2020-2033 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?
uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2014.132.01.0001.01.ENG)

Commission staff working document for the Capitals of Culture
from 2020-2033 (http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52012SC0226)

Interim evaluation of selection and monitoring procedures of
the European Capitals of Culture (2011)
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/2011-capitals-
culture-assignment-report_en.pdf)

Analysis of the results of an online consultation for the future
of the European Capitals of Culture after 2019
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-
consultation-analysis-results_en.pdf)

Summary of the public meeting on the online consultation
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/files/capitals-culture-
consultation-meeting_en.pdf)

European Capital of Culture Fact Sheet
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/eu-capitals-of-
culture-factsheet-2019.pdf)

Documents: How to apply and background

Guide for cities wishing to apply for the title of European
Capital of Culture (https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/file/capitals-culture-candidates-guideenvdec17pdf_en)

Compendium of recommendations from ex-post evaluations of
European Capitals of Culture 2007-2016
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/files/ecoc-compendium-
recommendations_en.pdf)
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-consultation-analysis-results_en.pdf
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/files/ecoc-compendium-recommendations_en.pdf
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THE CAPITALS FROM 2011 ONWARDS

2024

Austria Estonia EFTA/EEA country, Candidate country,
Potential candidate

2023

HUNGARY

2022

Kaunas Esch 

LITHUANIA LUXEMBOURG

European Parliament study on "European Capitals of Culture:
Success Strategies and Long-Term Effects"
(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2
013/513985/IPOL-CULT_ET(2013)513985_EN.pdf)

The Palmer Report on the Capitals of Culture from 1995-2004
( part 1 (https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/palmer-report-
capitals-culture-1995-2004-i_en.pdf) and  part 2
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/palmer-report-
capitals-culture-1995-2004-ii_en.pdf)),
prepared for the European Commission

Commission's guidelines for cities' own evaluations
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/guidelines-for-cities-
own-evaluations-modmai18.doc.pdf)

Template for the call for applications including the selection
questionnaire (https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-call-
applications2019_en.pdf)

European Capitals of Culture:the road to success - from 1985
to 2010 (https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-25-
years_en.pdf)

Summary of the European Commission conference "Celebrating
25 years of European Capitals of Culture" (2010)
(https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-
europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-25-
years-conclusions_en.pdf)

Reports Reports Reports

Reports

Reports Reports
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https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/palmer-report-capitals-culture-1995-2004-i_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/palmer-report-capitals-culture-1995-2004-ii_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/guidelines-for-cities-own-evaluations-modmai18.doc.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-call-applications2019_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/sites/creative-europe/files/library/capitals-culture-25-years_en.pdf
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2021

Elefsina
(https://eleusis2021.eu/?

lang=en)

Timișoara
(http://www.timisoara2021.ro/en/)

Novi Sad
(http://novisad2021.rs/en/)

GREECE ROMANIA Candidate
country/Potential

candidate

Reports Reports Reports

2020

Rijeka (http://www.rijeka2020.eu/en/) Galway (http://galway2020.ie/en/)

CROATIA IRELAND

Reports Reports

2019

Plovdiv
(http://plovdiv2019.eu/en/)

Matera (http://www.matera-
basilicata2019.it/en/)

BULGARIA ITALY

Reports Reports

2018

Valletta (http://valletta2018.org/) Leeuwarden (http://www.2018.nl/en)

MALTA NETHERLANDS

Reports Reports

2017

Pafos (http://www.pafos2017.eu/?
lang=en)

Aarhus
(http://www.aarhus2017.dk/en/)

CYPRUS DENMARK

Reports Reports

2016

Wrocław
(http://www.wroclaw2016.pl/)

Donostia-San Sebestian
(http://dss2016.eu/en/?view=default)

POLAND SPAIN

https://eleusis2021.eu/?lang=en
http://www.timisoara2021.ro/en/
http://novisad2021.rs/en/
http://www.rijeka2020.eu/en/
http://galway2020.ie/en/
http://plovdiv2019.eu/en/
http://www.matera-basilicata2019.it/en/
http://valletta2018.org/
http://www.2018.nl/en
http://www.pafos2017.eu/?lang=en
http://www.aarhus2017.dk/en/
http://www.wroclaw2016.pl/
http://dss2016.eu/en/?view=default
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Capitals from previous years

2010 2009 2007-08

Reports Reports

2015

Mons (http://www.mons2015.eu/en Tr) Plzeň (http://www.plzen2015.cz/en/)

BELGIUM CZECH REPUBLIC

Reports Reports

2014

Riga
(http://connectingcities.net/content/riga-

2014)

Umeå
(http://umea2014.se/en/about-
umea2014/about-riga-2014/)

LATVIA SWEDEN

Reports Reports

2013

Marseille-Provence
(http://www.mp2013.fr/)

Košice
(http://www.kosice2013.sk/)

FRANCE SLOVAKIA

Reports Reports

2012

Guimarães
(http://www.guimaraes2012.pt/)

Maribor
(http://www.maribor2012.info/)

PORTUGAL SLOVENIA

Reports Reports

2011

Tallinn (http://www.guimaraes2012.pt/) Turku (http://www.maribor2012.info/)

ESTONIA FINLAND

Reports Reports

http://www.mons2015.eu/en%20Tr
http://www.plzen2015.cz/en/
http://connectingcities.net/content/riga-2014
http://umea2014.se/en/about-umea2014/about-riga-2014/
http://www.mp2013.fr/
http://www.kosice2013.sk/
http://www.guimaraes2012.pt/
http://www.maribor2012.info/
http://www.guimaraes2012.pt/
http://www.maribor2012.info/

