
Książ Castle

View from south

General information

Architectural style Gothic, Baroque,

Rococo

Location Wałbrzych, Poland

Construction started 1288

Completed 1292

Owner Książ Landscape

Park and Castle

Museum

Website

Official Website (http://www.en.ksiaz.walbr

zych.pl/)

Książ
Książ (pronounced [ˈkɕɔ̃ʂ], Polish: Zamek Książ, German: Schloss

Fürstenstein) is the largest castle in the Silesia region, located in

northern Wałbrzych in Lower Silesian Voivodeship, Poland.  It

lies within Książ Landscape Park, a protected area located in the

Wałbrzyski  Foothills.  The  castle  overlooks  the  gorge  of  the

Pełcznica  river  and  is  one  of  the  Wałbrzych's  main  tourist

attractions.
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A first fortification at the site was destroyed by the Bohemian

forces of King Ottokar II in 1263. The Silesian duke Bolko I the

Strict (d. 1301), ruler in Świdnica and Jawor, had a new castle

built  from 1288 to  1292  and took  his  residence  here,  adding

Lord  of  Książ  to  his  titles.  The  burgraviate  included  the

neighbouring  settlements  of  Świebodzice,  Szczawno,  and

Pełcznica. When the last Świdnica duke Bolko II the Small died

in  1368  without  children,  the  castle's  estates  passed  to  the

Luxembourg king Wenceslaus IV of Bohemia, the son of Bolko's

niece  Anne,  while  his  widow Agnes of  Habsburg  reserved the

usufruct  for  herself.  After  her  death  in  the  year  1392,  King

Wenceslaus,  also  King  of  the  Romans  since  1376,  seized  the

Duchy of Świdnica and obtained Książ Castle.

As Agnes, contrary to her limited real rights, had sold the Książ estates, the castle passed through many hands. In

1401 it was obtained by the Bohemian noble Janko of Chotěmice (d. after 1442), who later rose to a governor of the

Świdnica-Jawor  lands.  Durning the Hussite  Wars,  the  castle  was  captured  by the insurgents  and occupied  in

1428-1429. After Janko's death, the Bohemian king George of Poděbrady acquired Książ from his descendants and

transferred the administration to the Moravian general Birka of Nasiedle. In 1466 Hans von Schellendorf obtained

the castle from the Bohemian Crown.

The second castle complex was devastated in 1482 by Georg von Stein, a military commander in the service of the

Hungarian king Matthias Corvinus while his forces campaigned the Silesian lands. Stein entrusted Frederick of
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Hohberg with the estates, his descendant Konrad I of Hoberg obtained the castle hill in 1509. The Hohberg (from

1714: Hochberg) family.  The family, elevated to the rank of Freiherren  in 1650, Grafen  in 1666, and Imperial

counts (Reichsgrafen) in 1683, owned the castle until the 1940s. From the mid 16th century onwards, the premises

were rebuilt in a lavish Renaissance style.

During World War II, the castle was seized by the Nazi regime in 1944

after  Count  Hans  Heinrich  XVII  of  Hochberg,  Prince  of  Pless

(Pszczyna), had moved to England in 1932 and became a British citizen;

moreover, his brother Count Alexander of Hochberg, a Polish  citizen

and owner of Pszczyna Castle, had joined the Polish army. Supervised

by SS and Organisation Todt personnel, the building complex at Książ

became  part  of  the  vast  underground  Project  Riese  complex,

presumably  a  projected  Führer  Headquarter  and  a  future  abode  for

Adolf Hitler.[1] Construction works were carried out under inhumane

conditions  by  forced  labourers  and  inmates  of  Gross-Rosen

concentration camp, until the castle was occupied by Red Army forces

in the wake of the Vistula–Oder Offensive in 1945. A memorial marks the site of the Fürstenstein subcamp. Large

parts of the historic building structure were demolished during construction; numerous artefacts were stolen or

destroyed during the Soviet occupation.

After the war the castle complex was used as a recreation home and cultural centre. In recent years, large parts of

the interior have been elaborately restored. Parts of the tunnel complex beneath the castle are currently used by the

Polish Academy of Sciences for gravimeter measuring, while several tunnels are accessible to the public on guided

tours.

Schloss Fürstenstein in the 1920s
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Castles in Poland

Project Riese

Gola Dzierżoniowska Castle

Medieval town of Niemcza

Cistercian monastery at Henryków

Wojsławice Arboretum

Scislowska, Monika (November 6, 2015). "Ancient Polish castle holds World War II secrets" (http://www.seattle

times.com/life/travel/ancient-polish-castle-holds-world-war-ii-secrets/?ref=yfp). The Seattle Times. Walbrzych,

Poland. The Associated Press. Retrieved November 6, 2015.

1. 

Książ Castle seen from a drone (http://podrozniccy.com/en/poland/ksiaz-castle)

‹See Tfd›(in Polish) Zamek Książ (http://dolnyslask.org/zamki/obiekty/ksiaz/)

‹See Tfd›(in Polish) Zamek Książ: walory kulturowe (https://web.archive.org/web/20070927045515/http://www.k
siaz.info/strona.php?str=park_krajobrazowy&strp=zamek_ksiaz)
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